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F Al they that have acquaintance 
r with God, do highly prize theſe 
viſits, and therefore firſt do earn- 
it | eſtly ſollicite God that he would 
- | pleaſe to beſtow a viſit upon 
- | them, thinking long for it, avd 
d | faying with David, Ob ben wil Plal. er: . 
r | thou come unto me? Secondly, If 2. 
, 
d 


God pleaſe to honour them with 
A viſit, they entertain it with 
greateſt 


7; 
ance. 


WT. - ices, r 
3 e Gy kom God, 
55 5 es n good than an 
J tndted oat be ings beſtowed 

God upon them. When Mary 
e Mather of our Lord went to 
give her Coꝛen Elizabeth a viſit, 
ſhie was ſo affected with the ho- 
nour, that not only ber heart in 
7 er belt, bat the Babe in her 
womb, Teaped for joy. And 

„FP i thu, ſaith ſhe, that the 
Luke 1. fuer of my Lord ſyoald come ta 
. mip for ds ſoon. a; the voice of thy 
ef [atvatidn ſounded in mine ears, the | 
bats Teaped in my womb for joy. G 
then; when the Lord himſelf, the 
Lord of life and glory ſhall 
pe to come and viſita poor 
inful” ſoul, what joy, whit. tri- 
umph will there be what crying. 
ut ! as Mr. Glover, when he. was 

ing to the ſtake to be buri 
| IR be is eme, be is'come 

What adnyrtion ! crying out 
th Elixabeth, Whence. is this 
Hat my Lird ſhould come to me} 
Thus 
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Thus * 


this _ 


an ein dit Ru 

red nie 5 

ary e 

ſit, —— it is thfis Ae 
ho- egi every * of us to la- 


cond 
ly Ke new ans kr 
| | e | 
„ 0 — with Gedy Ah 
thy then to converſe familberly: | 
bins — wa 


—— 
oor ff occaſions-: 475 — 
tri- framil ng dur hearts and w 


onde 72 — 
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4 and ſpirit, to makg is 

abe beer yn, ? I 
29 his acquaintance is. Therefore 1 
it is that the holy Ghoſt- gives 3 


that nece caution; ana 4 


„n 


Eee 


god, and of every . 
whatſoe ver. Make no! 


with him, Jeff a bos get {nar 


—— — 
But ©, how. is thi 2292 
— and — counſel: of ths 


boly Ghoſt. forgotten; ind how 
| fmwary are moſh; men in — 

fox choice; of their friends and ac 
| 2 api though the 1 
tells us, With, the 


\ and wee 2100 Joys! puri y, axd Pal is. 
' with 17 


is. | friend with an y Wang and 144 wa 
5 ö * farlens ws 20 e wot go, ty 
or | eben learn bu mpeg, ang 
re foe to thy ſoul. The ſame ma 
od: aid of 722 ** 0 
od Pane of a deſpiſor gn 
is ins Ono 6 
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N Th#beft is 
 nhththifooxird thry vill loarm fro- 


3 wardn Fo our Engliſh Tranſla« 
=> tion reads it. Er tum perverſs 
Sie cle. Sirhhtcris;, fo the Vulgar La- 


Y ment Alex- pra D oe _ 
—_— Yer. kin. But now 1 proponnd unto 


Anza” for ſo faith the Tert: fcquaint 


terpretan- pe ie ] ſo ſhall good come unto thee. 
„ 7 he firſt bereft ofthis uaint- 
ance is peder, peace vitßh God, 

Th peace with rhine own conſcience, 
peace with the reſt of the crea 

fires Firſt, Pente with God, that 

muſt needs be, becauſe reconci- 

3 Iiation and peace with God, is 
* as you have heard, one ingredi- 
8 ent of this acquaintance with 


= God. ' Secondly,” Price with come 
B * foiunti, for conlcience is yt Gods 


s Depary, Gods eAdvicar nd No- 

 . tery in the ſoul; and as amo 
men, when a man hath made hi 

| 16 peace with the principal e 


D 1 


7 ewlics, yon Here an acqusintance, from 
EN Athanaſ, Whence yeu need not fear any 


Nat, a. | | | 
*. ins "now thy 7 m#ith bim, and be at 


<Y * 2 414 
* - 


tor or 270 5 9205 oY 
verſie in Law againft him, the 
Advocate , the Sollicitor his 
mouth is Horte d, he bath no 
more to ſay: Tb here, having 
ace with God, thou haſf peace 
ith | conſcience; to be fare 
17 then, thou daft e ad rem, I Hat 
or in re. Thirdly Pract” e tht 


reatuyer Fol then 7 berjwlea 8. Jab 5.333 
Pith the ſtones la; 4% 


att of b feld ſhall b Aro 1597 
nt Vith thee, & c. And Seco 
„Go ſhall Toke 1 5 ff 101 
e 2 #;il 2 0 
l 


| or Honor m, Tucungh 
ly Firſt, th 6/4 ee Wich 
— God is 7 prftabhtt A0. 
I quaintancs:'* 155 It is ths 
dun moſt beson- able requaintitice. 
And, Thirdly,” It is tue môſt 
comfortable apquatatance. Cm 
, fay, acquaintarice with 
God js the he profirable© cs 
quaintance z- the there never wis any 
man, that ever was ac aint 
with God, nor never will be ta 
t 


have . proteliec 


- 
'- Neveg were 2 they a 
better; what 7 
and will tholeY * 


w 
th nenne 
EEE 
>, | ” 
be Ten gith, 4 
ne. Gur acqugintance 
us, they may . 0 10 
ir exrours or VICES to us, 
28 ores contałi traxit ab a. 
4 3 our ſelygs-wijth Go 


7 that wall make our faces Foun: 


—— aoquaints" meat 


en count ten bo- 


— to have — = 
thut are 


* . 


. 7 
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"and. Lord - of 


| Kings, 
Lords ? It is ſpoken of Abraham 


as his great-h and the great 
— his fuck, 2 Was 
- ealled the friend of Cod. Cricungue 
hac fors comtigertt i awicws: Dei fit 
v bun: fœlicit ui termine; trans 
ſeonditʒ ſaith Hbilo. Whoſe lot 
| .ſoever it be to be the friend of 
God: he bath tranſoended the 
- bounds pf humane fdicity And 
yet this honou have all the chil- 


xen of faithful Aly abam, as well 


* 1 omnilwme laboribus niſtris quo eqs- 


„ 


as himſelf; and indeed this ha- 
-nour all may liave that will. 
Therefore Gt Soldier whom 
' eAoftine meftions,Jibs 8. Conf. 
ferp. G. ſaid wiſely, ; Dis queſe, 


Et limut pervenire? quid querimaui r 

A cajus. rei canſe militamus ꝰ Ma- 
Tay f: joveſne eſſe porerint Hef nel rg in 

de palatic quem u garici imper ati: 

& ili ud won fragily, 


2 Ar Et per quot 
periculs 


berief Amicus dem Det f bo- 
& Iuero ecce. ann fie. Tell me 1 
< pray, whither do we by all 
Four adventures] aſpire? what 
< ſeek we d what run we the ha- 
** zard of war for ? can ur 11 5 
.«< in the Pallace riſe higher, than 
ce to be accounted Friends to the 
*« Emperour? and in that ho- 
-** nour, what is there that is not 
| it frail, and full of, danger? and 
ce how. long will that endure? 


But the friend of God, if 1 will, 


I may be made no preſently. 
And who but madrmen or fools, 
would refuſe ſuch honour. 

-- -T hirdly,- This acquaintance 
with God; 28. it is Moſt profit- 
able and honourable, ſo it 15 moſt 
Eemfortable, pleaſant, and delight- * 
ful. And here I. muſt appeal to 
all-thoſe that have, ever had ex- 
perience of acquaintance With 
.God, if they. have not found more 
true, real, ſolid joy and comfort 
oo 2 


inone quarter of aredours het | 
converſe with God, yea in one 
of Fiendh look or word of God, 
than ever they gid in all their 

lives befides? 'you that are ſtran- 

pers to this, I know will not be- 

"Heye it, nor cannot think it; 
but thoſe that have experience of 

| ho m_ bin (inf, 4 Love 1 

. the truth in 5 not, 

nor hyperbolize. What is by ple, 

fort and joy of heaven it ſelf. but 

the . of God, ſweet com- 

en and converſe with God ; 

ſo far therefore as ive can attain 
this upon eafth, fo far we have an 

heaven upon earth, The Few: 
th a ſaying wing cone ng the laſt 
of the feaft of "Tabernacles 
he! N cp —— and 
4 ' great 7 . 
J. 1 he who never knew the 1h 
| ol that day, never knew joy in all 
As life: but I am ſute it is neh 
more true here; be that never 
ze the comfort os of ac- 
_ quaintance with ; ow 
New 


l eee, 
mew true joy and comfort in all 
n $61 en 1-7 
„Well, af all this that hath been 4 
{aid of che proc, rar, and cam © 


an- | for; of acquaintance, with God 
be- be not enough —— ur 


it; that it is the great. concernment 

of of eyery one of you to get and 
tl keep this acquaintance, I have 
wr, but one thing more to add, and 
i- that is, that it is nacaſſary for eve- 
ut ry one of you to acquaint your 
m- ſelves with God. For telf me, 
ts -you be content, when you 
in all come to lye adying, and 
an | then knock ut the gate of mercy, 

. ſaying, Led, Lora, oper ante w; Luke 13. 
ſt cin you be content that God 23. 
es Moeuld anſwer yon as it is there, 

id Ion you not whence ybo are? Or, 


* can you be content, that when 
y you come to appear before the 
g Jad ment ·ſeat of Ohriſt, he 
C 
7 


knew * from ck arten: Nut. 5. 25. 
f inisoity ꝰ If not, O then la- 
brur & gat acquarhtance _ 


1 % 4 x | | 0  — 
God and Chriſt now, far can 
you imagine that God and Chriſt 
will know them in death ang 


+ 4 


themſelves with him in the tithe 4 
of their lives? 1 ſa 
ro 7 1 » tk 
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. 4 CAT of} ; 5 a1 
CHAP: IV. e 

ä we: N 


Calling as to take notice of the 
wonderful condeſcenſuan of 
God towards u, In von 
| ſafing ti admit us into by 
"3 © Acquaintances and F the 
I ©... madneſs. and. folly of \thoſe 
that care not for this At- 

quatiptance, VT 0B. 


Uke den ſee the infinite 
1 goodneſs and condeſcenſi- 
on of God towards us his poor 
and worthleſs creatures, Who 
though he be infinitely _— 
. J * 
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and ſtands not at all in need of 


of us, nor cannot he in the leaſt 
ted or advantaged by us, 


or by his acquaintance with us; 
but before there was made either 


Man or Angel, hè was infinitely 


ſatisfied, and infinitely bleſſed in 
the enjoyment of himſelf; yet 


was he pleaſed to create Angels 


and Min, not only to a fitneſs and 


, Eapacity of, but unto an actual 


communion and acquaintance 
with himſelf; which was more 
than needed on God's part, or 


was owing. on our parts; 


when we like fooliſh nd un- 
thankfal wretches, upon the very 
firſt motion of the devil, gave 
away this honour and happineſs 
of acquaintance and communi- 
on for an «pple, as Eſas ſold his 


\ birth-right for a-meſs of potrage, 


and thereby not only made dr 
ſelves unworthy for ever to be 
admitted into Gods favour and 
acquaintance, but nnfit for it too, 
as well as unworthy; that God 
0 ſhould 


* . Vie 10 P 
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A e us yet again into ac- 


infinite erte a 
or love to mankind. 


When Eſa had once-underya- 
lued the. birth- right, ſo far as to 
ſell it for a: meſs of potta 
though | afterwards it griev 
him for what. he had dene, and 
he ſought earneſtly , that, 
with tears, to recover that bleſ- 

and. birth»right which 

ſo fooliſhly loſt; yet it e 
not be: ſo God might have dealt 
with. Adam, and every one of 
us. The Text tells us, Adam 
lil. ga Jeacs, after. we 52 
now if Adam ha all t 
years in nothin 2 . = 
N for his folly — F 

n parting with his hirth- 

right, his acquaintance and com- 
munion with God, for an 
and in ſeeking, earneſtly ;- a 
this With taars, to recover 3 
| munion 


ep 


a. = a. 4 © 


uaititance-, with Malelf: RY" gh 
| EE 2 — poodgel 


GH a ade ne nun TT Tm, a 
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» A. D0 nr Boy © 


L 


= IAG» 


had 


cage, ener 
hteous. 


al 
cc de wa che cf 
God, and his leve towards man- 
king Asit is ſaidof David, when 
on by his villanies had ba- 
bimtelf from his Fathers 
e and preſence, it is ſaid, 
The ſoul of King. David longed to 


g forth unte. 4h Walaws that is, . 2 Sam. 18. 


heart - was full of fatherly za. 
— towards him, and, he 
longs, to be friends. with him a= 
8 - the heart, of os 

tewards man, after his 
in and Fa, and he did even | 
nds with big again, 204 
— renew, his acquaintance, and 
converſe; with him. 


and 


"And this\gracious potion 


of his. —.—. ſinful man, this 
great deſire, and ., inclination 
which. God hath after peace and 


renewed. with ſin⸗ 
fee | 


and teſtified. / F irft 7 


2. 


Heb, 1.3. 


tis blood, and laying 


IR gba. * n 5 


to 
rf, 
ind giving one to bea edis. 
tors a Recentiler ; 1 Pratt-maker 
2 Friend-maker , between” 4 
and us. 
| Second!) , By pointing bag 
giving no other nor meaner Per- 
ſon to this work, than bis own + 
— 4 and Ge, who is the 
eſs image of bis perſon 3 and 
tern Ss of bis ph | 
© Thirdly By iving this Son of 


his to be a Mediator, not only 


by way of re ciſſun, but alſo 
Way o our arif action, to Er 


for us by Pp our debts; and 
ſatisfying for our ing, which - 
he could not do but by thedding 
"down his 
cious life; and yet rather 
than God. would quite loſe and 
abandon all his 11 in us, and 


-- arquaintance with us, he would 


not ſpare his on Son. - 

Pourtbly, By teſtifying and 
proclaiming unto all men in the 
Miniſtry of the Goſpel,/that (be '* 


35 


By Mee, e 1 


„8 6 „ ym a 25 «a% + ac 4% 


> © a SBDSB X He a Hy oe a, 


N 8 of 8 x5; HS. 


2 Ii reconciled to the world, and by re . 
calling and inviting finners unto 
+ peace and acquaintance with himſelf. 
dq © Fifthly, By profering his acquaint= 
ace unto finners upon ſuch eaſie, 5. 
4 and as T may ſay, ſuch cheap terms; 
. | namely, that we ſhonld repent of, 
» | and ceaſe from our hating of him, 
e and our being enemies to him, and 
4 enter into 4 league of unfeigned 
love and friendſhip with him; and 
F | would any of us take one that hath 
been our enemy, into our acquainta 
ance, upon other terms than 
theſe? = % non 
Siæthiß, By his not only offering 
acquaintance with us updh thoſe 6. * 
terms, by his Embaſfadours, his Mi? 
niſters but by his coming perſon- 
ally by his Spirit to our i ſeveral” 
hearts, inyiting and ſoliciting us to 
this acquintance. According to that 
of our Lord Jeſus Obriſt, Bebold 1 
ſtand at thi der and knock ; if iny man Rev, 3. 206. 
bear ny voice, and open to mne, I will” 
come in to him, and will' ſup with him, 
and he with me. The Gee, and K- 
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Man, 


« Aa» 3 2 oy (2 
ad 1 l N | 2. 
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re. * Cor. 5. 
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1 Sam. 7. 


when it isſaid here, I mill came in to 
him, and fp virh him, it is as if he 
had ſaid, I mill come in to bla and 
feaſt nith hi. | And feaſting together 


was of old a;Symbole of perfect re- 
conciliation, and intimate friendſhip 


and acquaintance. Now, behold here 
the wonderful goodneſs and conde- 
ſcenßßon of God, and bis gracious 
diſppſition and inclination, towards 
peace and acquaintance. with, his 
poor creatures May we not here 
now take up that admiring expreſſi- 
on of Ni, And is this the manner 
f mn, Q. Lord. Did you ever read 
or hear of an King or Prince, that 
when his Subjects had highly pro- 
vbked- him, by their rebellion a- 
gainſt him, and he had power e- 


nough ter exuſh and deſtroy them, 


would yet not only ſend his Heralds, 


und Ambaſſadouts to tham te offer 


terms of peace. and. reconciliationg 
but would himſelf, go in his own 
perſon, from hon ſe ta honſe, and 

| from 


alwayes to 
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from man to man, intreating them 
ſeverally, and by Mme, that they 
would be friends with him their So- 
veraign Lord and King; and offer- 
ing if they will but open the door 
to him, that he will forgive them, 
and be friends with them: did 
you ever read or hear of ſuch 2 
mung; and as this the manner of men 
but this is the nianner of Gods deal+ 
ing with his enemies. Behold there- 
fore, I ſay, and admire the er 

dliſpomion of God towards ſinful 
man, and the great deſire he hath 
towards peace and rene wed ac- 
quaintance with him. 
In the next place, fee here the 
folly and madneſs of all thoſe that 
ire not [acquainted with God. And 
this I fear is the ſtate of not a few 
among us, Whatever they may 
think of themſelves; of whom it 
may be ſaid, as our Saviour faid of 
the Jews, Te have neither beard bis Ichn g. 
voice at any time, nor ſeen his ſhape. 37. 
They were a People that had read 

and heard the word of God; Ay, 

| D 2 but 
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but yet they had never heard the 
voice of God, they had never heard 
God himſelf ſpeaking in his word; 
g they had ſeen the temple, and the G 

Altar; and the reſt of thoſe ſacred 
Symbols that were the teſtimonies of v1 

Gods preſence, ay, but they had he- 

ver ſeen the face of God jn thoſe G 
Ordinances, and therefore though n. 
they looked upon themſelves as the ¶ tc 
only people in the world that were ¶ ſt 
acquainted with God, yet our Savi- ſo 

our tells them they were miſtaken, 

they were meer ſtrangers to him. 

Te bade, ſaith he, neitber beard bir 
voice at any time, nor ſeen lis ſhape. © | 

O that it were not ſo with ſome 

of us, who hear of G indeed, but 

hear not Gad, who have heard of 

God by the hearing of the ear, but ne- 

ver heard God himſelf by the bear- 

ing of the heart, who bade ſeen the 
ſanctuar ies and Ordinances of God, 
but have never ſeen the face of God 
in his Ordinances, and in his Sanòtu- 

aries, and ſo remain ſtrangers to 
God, and unacquainted with him. 
| | Par- 
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particularly here are two ſorts, 
whoſe woful condition this is. 
Firſt, Thoſe that are ignorant of 


he God. | 
ed Secondly, Thoſe that have no con- 
of | verſe nith God. #4 
e- Fir, Thoſe that are ignorant of 1. 
ſe God, ho know not God : they muſt 
55 needs be ſtrangers to God, and God 
to them; for knowledge is the firſt 
re } ſtep to acquaintance. No, by per- 
1- F ſons ignorant of God, I mean, not 
n, only thoſe that are groſsly ignorant, 
n. F who have not a true notion of the 
bis Nature, Attributes, and Perſons in 
ſcbe Deity, of which there are too 
ne every where; but by ignorant 
. mean, thoſe, WhO though 
of they have a true notion of God, yet 
e- want the real, effectual, and power- 
r- ful knowledge of God: their know- 
he ledge of God is meerly notional, 
d, God is to them, as it. were, 
od } meerly, Natio ſecunda & ent rationit, 
u- as the Zogicians ſpeak. To know 
God really and indeed, is as I ſaid 
before, to know him not only by an 
33 D 3 airy 
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Aire ſpecalazien., but to know bi 


, as to believe him indeed 
moſt powerful, wife, and 


know b 
to be, t 


good, the molt juſt, and holy,Crea- | 


tor, preſerver, and Goyernor of the 


whole univerſe, and accordingly to 


have our hearts affected with love 


unto. him, wath defire after Yin, | 


with fear and reverence of him, 


delight in him. This, and this only, - 


is the true knowledge. of G and 
whoſoever they be that are deſtitute 
of this. knowledge, whatever they 
Nay think of themſelves, and of 

their own. knowledge, they. are yet 
ignorant of God, and ſtrangers 


from God, through the ignorãnce 


that is in them, PR: 

Nom, da we thus know God all 
of. us? do we thus know. God? thus as 
to acknowledge him, love him, fear 


kim, defire him delight in him. The 


Oxzthe horſe, & the dog, thus knows 
ths peas and owner ; and if we do 
not thus know eur Creator, our 
Prelerver, our Feeder and Main- 


n 
by a f«ith of ffeftudl perſnajen, 0 % 
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tainer, 
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} tainer, O how ignorant and 


as thoſe are that acquaint themſelves 


_ Thoughts, as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, and 
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britiſh 
are we? ſa. 1. 3. 46 $514 
Serondly. Others there are that 2. 
have no converſe with God, whats 
ever they know of him, they have 
no converſe with him, bu tive without Epheſ. 2. 
God in the world, as the Apoſtle 12. 
ſpeaks of ſome. That are as mind- 
{eſs of God, as regardleſs of God, & 
of all converſe with him, as if there 
were no God at all: who are ſo far 
from viſiting God daily with their 
rayers, that they never viſit God 
y prayer at all; who are ſo far from * 
being often in the preſence of God, - = 


with God, and convetſe with God, 
that they are never in the prefence 4 
of God at all. God is not in all their plal. 10.4, 6 


makes it the very deſcription of a A 
wicked man. Now how many ſuch ; 
are there among us; of. whom it 1 
may moſt truly be ſaid, God 45 not in = 
all their thought ? 0 | 
One man he awakes, and riſes in 
the mornings and as ſooh aghe is up, 
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Isa. 5. 11. 


to him, he raſheth into his ſhop, 


or into his worldly buſineſſes, and is 
engaged in them ſoul and body, 


heart and hand, and ſo he continues, 


till of neceſſity he muſt intermit his 


labours to take a little food, and 
when he hath done that, he returns 
to his work again, and there conti- 


mes till late at night, and then 


he takes his ſupper, and goes to bed, 


and ſſeeps till morning, and then he | 


tiſeth and ſpends the ſecond day as 
he ſpent the firſt, and the third as 


theſecond, and ſo on, one day after 
another, and one week after ano- 
ther, and one year after another, 


but God is not in all his thoaphts. Ano 
ther is no ſooner up and clad, but 


he is preſently for his ſports and 


games, or his company and cups, 
and theſe he purſues all the day long. 
There are that riſe earij in the morn- 
ing to follow ſtrong drink, and conti- 


nue antil night, ill the * ine enflame 


them. And as they ſpend one day, ſo 
9 ＋ they 
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preſently without ever taking no- 
tice of God, or turning his thoughts 
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o- 4 y reſolveto ſpend a ſecond and 


is third, and ſo they ould-ſpend eve- 

p, | TY day. Come 5, iay they, I will ferch n. * 
| is wine; and we will fill our ſelves with 1. mY 
ly, ſtrang drink, and to morrow ſhall be © 

es, | thi day, and much. more abundant. 


is | When I ſball awake, I will ſeth it yer Prov. zz. 
nd | ein. A man may without ſuſpici : 
ns on of the leaſt breach of charity 

i- | conclude of theſe, thit they have no 

en acquaintance with God: Ged i not 

d, in all their thougbts. | | 

he | » I confeſs, that even the Saints 

as | themſelves have God toogittle: in 

as their thoughts, but they take no- 

er | tice of it, and bewail it, which 


o- F Makes one of them cry out, O Des 

CN @#rerne quomodo ' ſemper niemor es 4% 7 
” qui tui ſemper obliviſcitar ? quamods J 
ut | © continuaram babes memoriam ej us 


d perpet nam tui habet © ablivionem?: © 
s, Deut præſentiſſime, & remotiſime? 
g. preſentiſſime quidem quod in 2 if 


F omnibus ereaturis this, Yemotiſſinms ve- 
2 ro homini bus terrenis propter profundam 
„y tenentur ;oblivienew quod u fis 
0 In eit. Me miſerum obliviſcer Dei qui 
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s in me canfert, pr eceptorum que mi- 
Ii imponir, premicrum gue prowittit, 
(+. -onyrery que" minatur, & denique 
jalicii quod inftituet. O Pater miſeri- 
cundiarum aufer 2 me pernitioſam ades 
eblivionew tui, ut ſemper fous tui memor 
feu tu es wei. O eternal God, 
* how is it that thou art alwayes 
< mindful- of one who is alwayes 
4e unmindfil of thee > bo is it 
< that thou haſt a continual remem- 
& brance of him who hath a per- 
« petuii forgetfulneſs of thee > O 
© © God, ho art moſt preſent to 
«© me, and moſt remote from me 


« As for thee, thou art moſt pre- 


& ſent to all thy creatures, but moſt 
cc remote from earthly men, be- 
ce cauſe of their profound forgetful- 
© neſs, that thou art in them, Ab, 
© wretched man that T am, I forget 


ec that God that is ever with me, the 


& heneſits that he continually be- 


cc ftows upon me, the 3 | 
* 


&« which be impoſeth on me, th 
& rewards Which he promiſeth 2 
I'S t 


2 


I rere 4 


„ce 


grant that I may be ever mindful of 
tzee, as thou art of me. But, O how 


ledge of thy ve. Would you think 
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puniſhments- Wheręwith ha 
Fthreatenz me, the Judgments which 
© he will execute. O Father of 
mercies, take away from me this ſo 
pernicious forgetfulneſs of thee,and 


few are there that are thus ſenſible 
of their forgetfulneſs of God, and 
their mindleſsneſs of him, - and be- 
wall it, and pray againſt it? No, my 
brethren, the generality of- men 
live in a mindleſgneſs and regatdly 
leſsneſs, and total and conſtant fog 
F of God, & love to live 
is is their folly and their madneſs, 
they ſhun the thoughts of God, ad 
all converſe with God, as men thas © 
have ſore eyes ſhun the light 6 
Sun. .T bey ſay unte the Almighty, 
pax; from 18, fir we defire not the know- 
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it e, that wen ſhould ever arcs 
rive at that height of — E 
not only to live ſtrangers from God, 
&-ynacquainted with him, hut to be 
contented ſo to live, yea to 3 
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"af knowledge of ere |: 
acquaintance with hit ? OY 
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Exhorting all to labour io get ac. 4 


; quaintance with G, and po} 1 
| . pounding ſeucral Motives || 2 
-therewnio. b 


" 
Y next work therefore ſhall 1 
he to exhort and invite every T 
one of you to this acquaintance | 7 
with God. Let me beſpeak every 


one, into whoſe hands "theſe lines 
may come, in the '\words' of my 
Text, Acquaint thy felf mich him. 
© -- There are three things, that are 
the great attractives, and incentives | 
— ſeek acquaintance with +|| - 
men. Firſt, The worthineſs'6f: the 
perſon. became; The benefit we 
„ Third, VB. of e and 10 
3 | quaint- 


— 
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i — 4 qu 1 N 
I quaintance., Nom all theſe are emi- 
nently and tranſcendently in 


Fim, The worthineſs of the perſon, f. 
Men that. are of great eminency, 
9 either for learning and wiſdom, or 

for holineſs and piety, or for power 

„ | ind authority, or for honour and 
dignity, - O how ambitiors are pru- 

dent and intelligent men of getting 

es ÞF . acquaintance with ſuch ? In all theſe 
particulars, bo is like unto God; or 
who may be compared with him? 

11 wbo is infinite in wiſdom and holi- 

neſs, infinite in Majeſty, power, 


4 and glory; He is the a Parent ate, | 4 
Y King of Kings, and Lord of Lordi, 1 
5s | whoſeacquaintanice: is more worth i. 
y than the acquaintance of all the 


men in the world, For, 2 
e Second, What benefit can vou 2 
s reap or expect from acquaintan gene 
h. wich any man in the world; which 1s 
e not infinitely more to be had in 
> God, and that in all abundance? do 
a you. look that your friend and ac- 
4 quaintance - ſhould counſel you in 


a „„ 4 ' wn 2 
4 2 * 5 . . My $2 4 0 4 E — 7 1 - . X 
8 8 F + 2 * = — ww ba X » ; l 
: , - * þ ett * 7 
: " rot My 11 
bs K * | * | FR : 6 ay 
| amt enemies, 


gers, defend you . 
pitty you in your aMiions, ſupply 
your wants, comfort you in your 
heavineſs, deliver you in all yoar 
troubles ? who ſo able, ſo willing to 


his friends and acquaintance ? 


wilt, &haſt indeed a mind to it For, 
Tbirdly, God is of open and eaſie 


| 3 aulas, 
ſtero, obſtupeſcemus tantum rg,¶.· & a ef 
d prepitias Prucipum aures impetrandas. 

na bebdomades ſolum, ſed menſer, ſed & 


teant orationem acturo, A Drum immenſa *Majeſta- 
ti Dominuny omni bord; wonmentis ombbes patet adi- 
tut. Rex cali nunquant nom propivies & vaciuats habet 
daes Importunitatis. hic uuns infinulocar. Grarior 
et, qui frequentior, & impartuntor, Adeſte terra ver- 


been. Nen ei, dd wel (aſe vera bel facundia 


4 ; melir . Py non ſr:geat,. aut 6xerres oratis. veſira 
- | Wodd eum, Hes rogatis, ex oculis non weſtrl {ponies 
©. anittatis. Caſſiodorus id aſſerens : Ad peietralia ſu- 


2 

Aich, ait, provarey admittitur, & nulles made rt FPubenrs 
li qui tepidus ixvenitur. Drexel. Kher. Cal- IId. 1. 
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do allthis, as God for thoſe that art 
ſuch an one thou mayeſt be if thou 


A. A . . creme 


6b. acceſs. It is not his being an in- 


8 22 


> apart. | 
ps tetes 


erpect andum eff, dum Principis conclave c an pa- 


micali, prorepite [carahevli, . aceurrito bomunculi mi- 
eſelli, liberrimum vob eff cum conthtote-vefiro collo- 


diffidatis' de fmplicins perorabitit, bc 


ere 
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our acquaintance and-converſe with 


— 


ſouls ef men are inviſible, and yet 
the converſe that men have one with 


may we not converſe with an urſeen 4 
God too? 


' abdacquaintance with God, that he 


in the high · and holy: place; for þ 
though he be infinitely above ns; 9 
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nor his dwe 
| 1 


4 jeſt 2 | f 
cceſſible, that can render 


him, either impoſſible or difficult 
Nor his being inviſible, for the 


another, is betweeen their ſouls ra- 
ther than; their bodies; it is the 
ſoul that diſcourſeth, reaſors, un- 
derſtands, wills, loves; and if we 
can; converſe” and graw. into. ac- 
quaintance with 2 ſoul; whoſe eſ- 

ace or ſhape we never ſaw, why 


No doth it hindeo our converſe 
inhabiteth eternity, that he dwelleth 


he: condeſeends to communicate 

— to us, according to our 
capacities. He dvelleth an higb, and 4 
det he ' bumlleth himſelf to bebold the pſal. 11. 
things that art done in earth, 45 well 40 3, 6. 
in heaven; to converſe with men ag 
of well 


well as Ange . A the dun in het- 1 
ven ĩs far Move us, and yet doth not y 
.difdain to inlighten, and warm, and « 
quicken : the pooreſt worm: thatY *1 
crawls upon the earth, as: well 2 
4 the Eagle that ſoars aloſt above the 
"8 clouds, and can gaze the Sun in the 
8 face. Let not therefore any poor 
5 font. be difcouraged, and think or 
. tay, It is not for ſuch a worm, for 
ſuch a nothing as I am to aſpire to 
acquaintance . and converſe with 
Cod. No, no, Men may be tos } 2 
high for thee to reach, and tos Þ x 
great for thee to graſp and compaſs J x 


acquaintance with, but the great Y x 
God wilt ſtoop to entertain ac- Þ} x 
uaintance with thee, if thou wilt J 
acquaint thy ſelf with him: = 
le diſdaineth not the acquaint- 
2 a ance of the leaſt of men, nor of the 
As " greateſt of ſinners. Such was the 
Y condeſcenſion of the divine nature, 
that it diſdained not the near ac- 
* quaintance with the humane nature: 
tg take it into perſonal union with 
himſelf; and ſuch was the conde- 
ſcenſion 


E e at 


zcquaintanee of thoſe 
Dor common account were 2 
of men, even Publicans * 
finners. And ſuch is ſtill eee 
gere ee on of God in 

Nas that he di 


acquaintance to them z and this is 
tos not uſual for great perſons to do 
pals to their Inferiours; e intreateth 
eat and beſeecheth' poor 1 that 


ac- would be reconciled to hi 
Vit acquainted: with him. And 

this be doth. 2 
nut- Thiraly, Out of his meer grace =_ 
nie and fayour only, for their good : 


be and benefit, not for * gain or ad- 

„ vurage to "himſelF. 4 man le 

C-" } profitable to — ? [fark Eli very a No, pena 
„Cod cannot be ainer Our ac- : 
thb quaintance : * vi, ſeeks 
bs dean $00d ann, that 
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would non acquaint them elves wit 
* further delay. 
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it. O then, ik vr i grace of 


ef F 
od be in yain to us, but 1 25 5 
we this gracious offer of | 
a * ſelves with bim. q 


nn — th 
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Particle exhoning thoſe that | 
neuer jet had arquaintance. 
Sb oo nom to labour for it. 
With Diredtions for the 4. 
taining of 17. A Its 
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Toy here are three forts that 
I would apply my ſelf unto. 

” Firſt. Thoſe that neyer yet were 
ad with God- My, Exhor- 
tation to them ſhall be, that the xl 
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God, now preſently, ten any 


Secondlz.-To thoſe that i AC» 
e themſclyes With Goch a 
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{ GP n 
t innolate and uninterrup 
Thirdly. by thoſe., whoſe ac- 3. 
quaintance with God is intermitted, 

they have in 2 manner loſt it, 
that they would labour to renew 
it 


- i . 


Finſt. Such as neyer yet had any Ts 
acquaintance with God. O labour * 

w to get into acquaintance with 

im. Acquaint ſelf uon with 
him, 'now preſently, immediately, 
without any further delay. O con- 


1854 to God: already, enemies to 

Is it got enough chat 

15550 u have lived tyenty, thirty, forty, 

ty years already, without any in- "WM 

| timacy or acquaintance with God 1 4 

O if you love God, if vou love 

your on ſouls, live not a d le- 
er, live not an hour longer in that 

mee condition; The time paſt of , 


Ie may ſuffice. us. to hazy livedin 1 ber 
ge g ak left, ans of wine vine, 


9 eter. * 


EN 
ME 
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le Paal. So ſa 

the time paſt · may ſuffice us 9 00 * 
= lived without Godin the wor ld, and 
Er it is now high time for every one of: 
* is to begin to acquaint our ſelves 
with him. | 

Aequaint therefore now. thy 1 
with bim. Vor, now, while Go 
* pleaſed to offer and tender this mh, 
© 2 Cors. quaintance. Now is the day of graces 
22 an i the accepted time. Now, While 
3 the golden ſcepter is held forth 
while the Goſpel is preached unt 

' +. © you. Today if you will bear bus vole 
+  Ned.3e7- harden not your bearts,If God ſpeak to 
bY. your hearts, and beſpeak your ac» 
= uaintance with him, ſee that ye re- 
; 225 not him that ſp ab, but acquaint 
„ thy ſelf now with him. 
_ - "If any ſay, But how fhall we do 
RS 1 this acquaintance with 


I = — == 


Br 


Alx. Iuſwer, O that there were ſuch 
2 a heart in yu! O that ever one 
* into whoſe hands the provi 
* $f God ſhall bring chis poor” Tre 
FF * 4 8. 
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„lu, 277 er d far to ſcek 
after g5 eri to uirè 
1: how they might be a e with 
and God! you that are ſo, take theſe 
© _ directions. 5 
lyeß Fin. Labour to be fully. con- 
ſrinced of 'an abſolute neceſſity of 

{iow acquainting _- our ſelves with God. 

is 48 your great duty, 
AC». = 6 upon which not 
acc ¶ only the comfort of your lives, but 
hile the eternal ſalvation of your ſouls 
th doth depend. There are three times 


0 ially wherein this acquaint- 
2 — God will be found of 


t and abſolute neceſſity. - + 2 
ac Fin. Ina time of common ca- 33 
1 Such 4time as our Saviour 2 


aint ¶ ſpeaks of. ben iber ſhall be diftreſ; Luke 2. 
% Nations upon the earth, with gere. 
do Þ nlerity, mens heart: feli —2 for 
ith ſors and for 1 15725 things 

4 that are - 85 

ich, near ſuc made _ us, 
atom how faſt they may baths 

ce upon us, who can tell) O then hap- 

py en have 3 

Wit 


pn God, — - 5G jend, an e 
A cquaintance that will not Aae. x 
when their own hearts are ready to q 
fiil them, and would — ti 
fail them, were it not for their ac e 

quzaintande with God,': Whereas 
they that have not acquainted them 
ſelves with God, will find God: 
1 himſelf a terrour to them in the day 
. * of their calamity; God will deal 
3 with them as -hethreJtens./ I 
Jer. 18.15. ſhewtbem whe back, and: wt the fan 
the day of their calamity. T! 

* 2. 8 Secondly. In the day of d 
2 then acquaintance with God will bg 

* found abſolutely neceflary; There 

is no man, but when he comes to 

| lyea dying,” would be glad to have 

TLASE God his friend; and to receive his 
oul into his preſence and favour - 

erte thy: hands er ＋ 8 115 

virit; Lord Feſus receive my ſoul, is 

dhe pra or at leaſt the wiſh of 

every ing man and woman, that 

is doth not dye like A abal, ſtupid and 
1 ſenſeleſs as 1 — But do 
on think that God will do this for 
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65 Tee dee gar 
bad | gurt themſelves | 
4 time of their life, God wall | 
"1 exfily owh them at the hour of their 
ach; but they that have acquaint- 
'l el thenſetves with God ini the ti 
& their life; they may with iu 
comfort and affuratice commend 
Seal their fouls imo the hand. of God, 
hes =_ are at the poitit of death; 
rp he! y With Paul, I hm whom , Tims 
3 | 17 Nudel, 4 'Fbat be & ablrtd 12 
Aly t Bt oha thing that I hatt comms 
&@ EK 2 70 bim 4 2 day. It 
* a noble ſpeech of good Ur- Pre, 
— K chen he Tay a dying, at fult of 
ian 5 comfort, 
| 7 1 it thinge my p ace cow 
| 70 5. Tie rome: 6c that he had 
6 acquainted himſelf with God 
here a bn! earth, and Hadi much 
' cotverſed with hin” chat now that 
he was to dye, his ee ſhould, 
ſtill be the ſame after that; it 
do was in life. How far Ds from 
* 8 able tö ſpeak this 1 their 
. E 4 . 
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death, that have had no care to c- 


quaint themſelves with God, and to 
converſe with him in the courſe of 
their life?, | 

_ Thirdly. In the day of Judgment 
it will then be neceſſary that you 
ſhould have acquaintance with God. 
Can you your ſelves imagine but 
that God, who is the righteous Fudge 
of all the, world, will in that great day 
leck, nd judge, and pronounce, far 
otherwiſe ypon thoſe that have 


N here acquainted with him, than up- 
cn thoſe that have lived and dyed 


ſtrangers and enemies to him? To 


the one he will ſay, Come ye bleſ- 


* (ed, ye have known me, and I 


* haye known yon; you have loved 
me, and I have loved you;you have 


« viſited me, and I have viſited you, 
te and you have thankfully and glad- 
<ly entertained thoſe viſits, you 
* have. been, of my old acquaint- 
& ance, many 2 prayer have I re- 
© ceived from you, and many a tear 
& have you dropt into my bottle; 
come therefore, come ye bleſſed, 
. inherit 


1 * . — _ _ „ _ _ 


* * 


Liner it the Kingdom 


your ſelves wi 


As SS 


© you. from the of the 


c world: But to Kg: he will 


© ſay, go ye curſed, ye have not 
© known me, ye have —— me, 
& ye have not regarded to acquaint 
* 8 with me, ye have ſer 
43 at non git all my counſels, and would 
de none of my reproofz; ye have ſaid 
© unto me, 2 fro Ms, Tg 


dc t che "bnouled + of thy "ow 5 


Therefore how! ay unto you, de- 
part from me into everlaſting fire, pre- 


pared for the devil and bis angels. O 
dreadful ſentence, dreadful to hear, 


intolerable to bear, which yet ye can 


no wayes avoid but by acquainting 
th God. You muſt of 


neceſſity acquaint your ſelves with 
God, or dye miſerably, and periſh 


eternally, O preſst end ha like 
conſiderations upon you your 2 till 


you be throug 

convinced of — Fe rodgpooer > 3 
of acquainting your ſelves wi 
God. Then, 

- Secondly. Labour to be n 


2. 


ks 5 * * 


a nꝗd deep huntbled; that your Have 
lived fo bg a8 0 tie and 

Ryed unacquaifted with God. Let 
me plead withyou asMoſes doth with 
Iſratl = thas requitt rhe Lord, 
0 6005 pep and anwiſe? i nit be 
1 * thy father that bath bongbr ther? bath 
A be not made thee, and fu ed thee.? 
E Is not he that God that hath given 
* thes life and being; that lack pre- 
ſerved thee, tipheld' thee, main: 
© tained thee; fed thee}; corhed 
« thee? is hot he the God im whoſe 
hands thy breath, and all thy, Ways 
Lite? upon hoſe "pleaſure And 
© favour thou dependeft for all thy 
** preſent and eternal good, who is 
«able to Hill 6fcanſe to live, to 
eee to deſtroy; to make bleſ- 
led, or to-make miſerable; to all 
© eternity ? And haſt then liyed 
* twenty, rhirty, of forty years be- 

. V fore this God, yea, upon this Go, ind 
call this while never acquainted 
& thy ſelf at all with him? O what 
© unthankfulneſs, what diſingenuity, 
hat folly , what- bruti _ is 

. t 15? 


< this p If thou hadſbfed3 borfe er 


4 dog but tte tenth part of that time 
that God hath fed ther, he wonlſd: 


have taken 1 and ac- 


ance of thee than OT 
"ow. — God. ; 
a; tlivu baſtnot on not ac- 
quined thy, ſelf: with God, but 
whaſt not;cared,thoh haſtnot re- 

to acquaint thy ſelf with him 

at haſt live ma'icontinual minds 


leſemeſs aril regatdlefendfs! ef Ged. 
Of irbe roc — he thee, than art Deu. þ 


Oo [OUS 
LNea, thou haſt not on nlyregt 
ed acqunintance with God, but — 
haſt deſpiſed it; undervalued it, pre- 
ferreticonyerſe with the world, and 
with ahy luſts above converſe ind 
aqubintance with God, as if a m Lr 
ſhould prefer the company 
ſortſhip of beggars and I 
—— and ſuch like ed 
before the favour, familiarit rad ** 


2 of bis igr 


_— and b forguten the nt 18. 
that. formed thit 


King: fuch an affront_ haſt thou put 25 


upon 


upon 
earth- O let 4 . of this 
afflict and humble thee in time, or 
elſe know that hereafter it will tor- 
ment thee to all eternity, and make 
. thee tear thy fleſh, and gnaw thy 
RE t curſe Coif thr rage & 
1 nation at this thy preſent folly. 
Eo. irdly; When. you have: thus 
3. convinced yonrdſehres of 6 ey 
_— ns acquaintance with | 
humbled your ſelves for livin 
io long without acquaintance: with 
God, n —— 
cireful to remove | 
which may be bars nyo may aa 
may, obſtruct and_binder , your ac- 
quaintance with God. Now what 
As that? hy in and only ſin. Sin 
the vll ef ſeparation between God 
8 and us, that keeps God and us from 
Y meeting together, and from ac- 
1 or one with another. Tour 
«ed between God and you, 
0 1. 6 95 Hal hir face from you. There- 
ais, fore faith Gon! Waſh you, make you 


* 9580 Put away the evil of your. 2 5 
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= 


from a yh mine eyes z ceaſe to 4 evil, 


1 


learn to do well, onge now and let u 


* reaſoi together. God had fai 

I Ay, now you have repented, — 
- was your ſelves clean from fin, 
=: a are fit for God to treat 


wit thal, before you were not fit to 
ö come near him, nor approach his 
$ preſence. A rebel ther wok would be 
ö admitted into his Princes fayour 
and auaintance, muſt firſt throw 
down his weapons of rebellion: ſo 
| muſt they chat wonld have any ac- 
: — with God, they muſt 
. put away fin, all fin. 
me Sin Iv the only thing that God 
hates, and is an enemy ag for 
its own ſake ; they thereforhat . 
would have any acquaintance 'with 
God, muſt renounce all acquaint- 
ance and familiarity with fin. F 
rad iniquity in ney beart : Gol will Plal aa 
t hear myprazer- Let a man pray 18. 
never ſo often, and never ſo earn- 
eſtly, and beg acquaintance with 
God never ſo much yet if be re- 
gard i iniquity in his heart, God * 


* 
— 


1 


* 3 5 | h 


* We 5 95 Saen to ng f 
5 off all our Jeagnes ich fin, to give 


4 bill of divorce. to eyery luſt, to 
ines for e Fes all acquaintance 
with ſin, or elſe to renounce. all ac- 


naintancs withGod.Now which: of 


e two would ou rather do2.. 
 Fosrthly, When, you have thus 
e your. Kites of a 155 557 
of acquainting your ſelves wit 
God, and have humbled your ſelves 
for liyi 3 without acquaint- 
ance wit and haye not only 


reſolved, Wo haye aQually 1 | 


ced every evil. x 155 you muſt not 
now think, that for your humilia- 
tio, or for your repentance, or 
ur forſaking of your fins God 
liged or bound to take you for 


I 40 
i friends, or to admit you into 


8 acquaintance. No, theſe things 


you muſt. do, or elſe never look 
15 N Frag cues with 2 and 
hen you have done all this 
muſt Ee it” Gal 


could caſt away you Pa, his pre- 


ſence, 


x * belt . | 4 a 5+ wy 2 

I fence, refale to knowyourſouls.it IS 
[ Ih'0 Da var bon wt og 4 
4! | were but jult a rightevt "Andif . 7 
ve | God do V eyer AC mit you into his- ; 
to 4 familiarity, it is of his meer: con- 


© deſcetifionand grace, and therefore, 
on Inthe Ee you mufk make 
of uſe of a Mediatonr to bring you into 
| acquaintance with God. This courſe _ , 
xs | men take, who defire to get the fa- 
„ 4 vour and acquaintance. of their 
/ Prince, or Sovereign, being them» 
, ſelves ſtrangers, much more if they 

= have been enemies to him, they . - 
y make uſe of ſome ſpecial fayourite | f* _ 
- - | - to make way for them, to procure © 
acceſs into his preſence, and to in- 


nce with God, is to make uſe of 2 9 
Mediatour; What Mediatour? Pe- 4 
ter or Paul, or the Virgin Mary, or 
ä any 


5 gratiate them with him, that ſo = | 
* may get acquaintance. No, fac 2 
1 is the condition of all of us by na- 4 © +7 
- nature in reſpect of God; we are, 

R not only ſtrangers to him, but ene- 

a mies, Alienated, and enemies in our Calol. g. 

. nind;. by vic bed Orgs. ane being 7 
ach, our only way td get acquainty © 

| 


were not, | 
not enough in hr ooh 


oe to Il for us. No, no, ag 
there is but one God, {0 there is but one 
ma-, ediatonr bitwixt God and Man, the 


Wo * 2 Q therefore make uſe of 

3 0 

- ws If you ask, What is the uſe you 

$ * ſhould ray of Ci de Mate? 

tour, and how you ſhould make uſe 

. a firſt of theſe, I anſy 

. o the theſe, er. 

n "The uſe you are to make of Chriſt 

4 * the Mediatour,in order to the gain- 

Gt ge acquaintance with God, con- 
theſe particulars. 

ON - Yougare to make uſe of 
cuil the Mediatour for your re- 
conciliation and peace with God. 
Peace muſt be before * 

C 


man Chrift Jeſiu. He is the great fa- 
yourite of heaven, who alone can 
us into acquaintance with 


mm _ ©. oD4 1 


S A R XE# ic +: - 


"Wy 


4 2 5 Add 2 Jai 
2; 14 Ow MS / 
ee ot maſt / male tft of 2. 
{rift for br au into Gods 
preſence”! "the fü- 
vourite of te Court of HOP 
brought Fai his Sons ih 
' preſence of the King. It * ei iu 
whom we hive - 2 at vit h 
confidence.” The Original vary 
is very cant. Never come in- 
to Gods preſence, but get Cri to Th 
take thee by the hand. -. 
W Yoo muſt n make ſe of. E. 
to - procure you aceęptince 
with God. Pöf * A | 
He bath” malt ur accepte 
loved. Ws 
Pie rae Mike * of ch for £4#2, 4 
ving of yon the true, & ſav "A 
ph iritua), and effectual 597 | 
wes of God, withoht- ich you 
Ef dan never have true ac a imtmmet 
> with him: No man knontth the Fa. 4 
|. ther, but the Son, and br'to whons ty Mac 1 
3 Sen will reveal biz. 0 
n ' Fifthly; Yon muſt make uſe of * 
; F Chrif - 


Eph. 3. 1 


F 7 B MFB NSR B 


7 
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81 72 You! abel 


k de partie 

1 ich, by be 

ing to him 

as the God, the Mediarerr, 

TE "Wd 99 or Y-nlly todo all this 
for us. 

Fs therefore do when the guilt 


of 


ng Vim BR. as. <A Wh in as e 


« # 


mag, A 4372 


l 


* — 
* 


of W e 


: neee 


e 


cemmit your; ſelf. and 


for When the doors of 95 
ee to God, ſeem to : 


hut 22 yen fre to lim that 
— to you, 


and can at any time 
let you ãnto Gods 
3 bim to; #4ndergake 

you, 3 anſwer for you to God, 


to your om conſciences, to Satans 


accuſations, and ' rely boldly and 
confidently, ppowhim,, todo it for 
you. By him alone you m bold 
ape! comfortably converſe. wit 


but without him, drawing 
near, for o God: is, #:50[mmipg 


mn ok tas ban: 


convinced your decide neceſſity 
of acquaintance- with God, when 


you have humbled; your ſelves for 


living ſo — have done 
without ** you have removed 


obſtructions, When you. have en- 


7 aged the Mediatout, Then in the . . 


place, do 92 * Ne tibi 
deſis, 


700 in 1 
cauſe unto 
Chriſt, relye upon him 80 awer 


key 


= 
Heb, I 2. N 
29. 4 


7 


r th "Wk N 


Hat 2a kan 


you. — 22 
= wo od. As namely, 
1. Firſt Viſit God often with your 


2. N Fr nent Gods houſe, 

the publique aſſem emblies of —_— 
where God dwells, where Chri 

walks in the midſt of the Fu * 

candleſtieks 5 

3 Thirdly. Practiſe the duty 


' Lord always betofb ron 7 
LY 2 — youNeſres often ine — a 
4. E Fourthly Aﬀeciate thy! felf with 


| th Saints, thoſe that are the friends 
and acquaintance God hath upon 


earth, that is a ready way to bring 
'-  - thee into then notice and —— 1 


4 — a 2cquaintings; "nd . 

of all the preferments that Nen . 

ed to her therenpon. N 

3. Fifthly. Beg for, ind walt for 0 
a viſt from God by his Spirit, * i 


. 5 9 — — 4 = . : — 
n N 

* 0 1 : 2 N * | * * ' - = 1 . 

| „ 

. p Q — hk ” * 
Juatstaxce. 
» 

- Y 1 s 1 


one, or in few, but 2 7 more 
T Pla 


to a punctual arid exact obſervation 


. are the wayes of getting intimacy 


J' acquaintance t 


de importunate, be impudent here, 
take nd denial, be nat ſatire in 
and mire ; ay with the Plalmilt, 
Remember me, O Lord, with the favor Palm 
ibou beareſt into thy ele: O wife me 106. 4. 
with thy ſalvation. 2 
 Sixthly, and Laſtly, Study com- 6. 
pliance with God, and'giye thy ſelf 


of his will in all things. And theſe 
and acquaintance with God: 


* 


— w—— 


CHAP. VII. 


Ex horting thoſe thit have dt- yg 
watntance with God, vo keep a 
and maintain it. | 


V next work is to exhort 

thoſe that have acqutaintance 

with God, that they would be very 

and maintain that 
3 


careful to keep 
Far they have with 


Fg - 


+ God. Though it is tree, Once rhe 


miliarity which you have: with 


Lords, and gver the Lords ; ; and, whom 
"Gid levis once, he loves always ; z' and 
It is not potfibte for my 98 5 e- 
1 been er unto God 
his favour by) Tr 
Ori, cal and finally td at out 
of his vod aþain 3 yet it'is 
ble for you to loſe that ſweet — 
macy; and familiarity, and. inter- 
courſe, and ac ance that you 
had with G44. which was both the 
8 2 evidence No the love of 
a of our in favour 
it {4 Ales for you to 
— your acquaintance with God, ſo 
« te = + ge ma look upon God 
God may look 
on 2s ds ofranger, as one kom 
es no notice of, of whom he 
1 0 acquaintance with 3 you 
may Jock upon God as an _— 
a 


1 
„ F<. 


Rp E 
4 gy 1s 
with Go Bae 


Far ron 4 ic 2 5 bp 
2 7 it, chat it 
your ch dick, Fhet "I 
part Wirk the. 4cq 11 
areſt friend yu Had, Toke, 0 
Mother, or Brother, of Si lier, or 
Husband, or Wife, or with © 
your acquaintance with God; may, 
whether you would part with all, 
you are worth, ih wich Joey 
lives, or part with your a — 
ance with God; 1 Row you would 
er with all, rather than pig 
.. I look therefore, that u 
the ver 40 800 that thete is 


bore inde 


fo muc anne for yotr to 
loſe it,you mall ently 4 me, 
What you ſhould: "<6 t to > retain it? 
I anſiver. 

F 4 Firſt: 


2 x Som, ag whatſoever. 


5 TY ©» LS. 
50 V One: 


it a ſm. 

matter in your: of rg 2, l 
of. 1 faith David to Saul: ſer-⸗ 

. ſay to thine own ſoul, 16 
final matter to have acquaint- 
be ith God, to be the friend, the 
£avourite of Gods to have familiar 
8 to ind intercourſe with God? 
S it, and let God know thou 
dolt*prize it as thou wonldlt prize 
deren it ſelf. 
Sfeusdly. Maintain not a diſcou- 
raging oo diſtruſtful, but a vigi- 
lan 30d wakeful fear, of loſing cis 
en injoyment. Oprimas the- 

aari-caſtes tiwor eſt. Fear is the beſt 
and xeſerver of things that 
Xx dear a Ipretious, many a jewel 
is loſt, through cateleſineſs arid 
rechleſmeſs that might have been 

kep t with fear and watchfulneſs: 

Finch. Take heed of all ſuch 
tings as may OY diſſolve the 

ace 


„„ yt Ry me; oo 


ad 


r 1 135 | 
q ' 15 Jer) 
2 nr nr 8 


you not know Ne. warriors Gees 


ur 
. ofs ſin ST committed, '\ _*2 
ver and es Go and de 4 
hot den, that if you · ver an! | 
ricye-God, be will be ſo far from 
Lontituing his friendship and ac- 
| n with you, that he will be 
our enemy? If E 
J know 2 the oP bon of ſuch: or ſuch 
\z thing will vex à man that is my 
friend, and yet will do it, vexed 
let him de, 1 will do i it; this plainly 
- ſhewsT little value the mans friend- 
I fhip, and when he knows it, he will 
. lde mine as little» and ſo friend- 
ſhip and acquaintance will be inter- 
rupted and broken off between us : 
| San u knoweſt as well as I can tell | 
ee, that there is no fin but it vex- i 1-38 
eth God, and there is nothing that - 
vexeth God but ſin, ard yet wilt 4 
thon fin? wilt thou fin, though thou 2 
f N Wy is the only thihg that 9 
vexeth. 3 


eas * 92 95 | ; 4 at 
alow rate. An Arcon thas fin and 


5 enemyz nays, 
bimtelf 255 e But they rebelled 
IIa. 65. id and Hexe bis bal Spirit, therefore he 

was turned 10 he their enen. Take 
heed therefore of vexing God þy 
willing and knoten fin. 

2. +: Secondly. Take heed of bei 
too familiar, ind holding too ing 
correſpondency and intimacy. with 
wicked and ungodly. men that are 
Gods enemies ; — our ſelves will 
not take him for our friend, that is 
inwardl and intire with our profeſ- 

2 ſed Adverſaries. Z abud was Solo- 
bs i King, 11 Nn, friend: Sulaman had three per 

cial and known enemies. Hadad, Re- 
Lon, and Feroboam., Now if Zabud 
meant to hold in with Solomon, it 
had been no wiſdom inthe world 
for kim to fall into * 
with 


e r 


2 5 ever: 2 15 
here, if We l into intimacy and 
— uaintance with pro- 

branded enamies, what can 
5 look for but that God ſhould ca- 
ſhiere us his acquaintance, . and ſay 


to us as le did to Jebeſbapbat, Chroma 
Js and 1.2. 


Shouldſt thou belp- the = 
love them that hate the Tard f therefore 
is vrathᷣ come 5 — thes from "he Lord. 
Thirdly, T#ke heed of dealing 
treacherouſly with God. Thar is it 
the Lord ol eth the people with- 
al, by the Prophet pages Z Saul, 
as 4 -wife treacheroaſly departeth from 


ber buaband: or as the Original hath er. 1 


it, from ber friend: pe have you dealt 
treacherouſly ith me, O houſe of Iſrael, 

ſaish the. Lord. A ot; may have 
her failings, upon which the Hus- 
band poſſibly may frown and chide, 

and give Tar round. language, but 
for all that he will be friends with 
her till, and continue in habitation 
with her ſtill;but if once he come to 


per”: 


j 


=" ' 


1 ; Job 31. 
11. 


erceive that the deals rreas 


take 
the world, ind the things of the 


r . 7 
a4. By 
Feen 


bo 101. anger, The love 
inother mn better than the loves 
him this quite breaks in ſander 


wiſhed by the Fudge, 


So it is here, x» friends and ac- 
naintance of God may hive their 
failings and . which . 


God may frowii upon them, chide 
and rebuke them, but yet retain 
them in his favour {hill ; but if once 
he perceive that they deal treache- 
rouſly with him, if once they come 
to prefer uy Gun in their love be- 
fore himſelf, and his acquaintance, 
this will be a breach indeed between 


God and them. O therefore, as 


you prize acquaintance with God 
bed of the inordinate love of 


world. Remember what the Apo- 


ſtle James ſaith, Ye adulterers, and 


adulrereſſe know ye not tha; the Fi. 
* ip 


| ndlome. 


ance of atquaintarice; converſe, py 
familiarity. with him. Some things 


Nee are that do diſſeaare amicitiam, 


in ſunder friendfhip and ac- 
25 — it were, at one ſtroke, 
do diſſurre amiciti- 
q non zand'unſew it, andlooſen 


4 — line: era lietle 3 great un- 


ongs,- and injuries 


theſe cut We binds of love 2 
friendſhip in ſunder; but long ab- 
ſence of friends one from another, 
and diſeontinuance of coHerſe and 
familiarity, and letting fall the per- 
formance of friendly offices, viſits, 


oy rant the [ker theſe looſen 
friendſhip by rees, and cauſe it 


to la fk d ye. Hence the 


Proverb of amicitia Academice,Uni- 
vecfity-friendihip, that. holds only 


for a time. Scholars while they live 
to- 


=y 
| j* 
© kd N 2 
_ * - 8 " A . 
* — P 
=; 
n. 1 


— =D 
S . N 72 e 


— —— inge dyes, and 
and ' acquaintance add is. 
tinct: ſo it is hers, abſence 


quenting Gods company, not often 
reſorting to him, and ſpeaking to 
bim, Will not only looſen; but loſe 
our acquaintance with him. 
If therefore we would maintain 
yur acquaintanee with Ced, we muſt 
his houſe. 4 Sts —— fre- 
quent in read} ing, praying; I 9% 
converſe with Him by holy medita- im 
tions, and ſoliloquies, invite him pr 
home to us, -importune him to vi- 4 
fit our hearts ith his Spirit; as we t 
do by our other — hg often I % 
viſit them, and invite them to viſit || (. 
us alluring them that. our dan, 
| an 


© 
— 


Raintait! commuliion 200 i 


 Fitthly. I 


ies and {i 

f love 2 
1ngs 1 at Gods 
any, 2 man by taking up a 
Congeit that his friend 
ed 1785 tim, gives — 

t ahenation, 4 
loſeth e Lan ſure we 
Non deal ſo with God; and I am 
perſwaded the Fe, is, ſcarce any one 


whereb the true friends, of. 

| ig pag onde him, and hin- 
der. their free and comfortable ac- 
quaintance with him, than by think- 
ing that God, 2 , 1s cafuly 
prone: cably,that for involun- 
ary fail ion s and infirmitzes, ſuch as 


are ing thoughts, deadneſs 
of K in prayer, and the like; 
( which God knows. they cannot help 

if their lives lay upon it, and God 
| knows 


. _ 
es, Wb" 
6 2 


that for theſe G 


1 


2 oy cnn Hine? 20 th = 
it ſe t 
I on fall mi 

out with them, and tantum non, bt 
them down < ny and by theſe 
hard thoughts they grieve God, 
they br 2 taw gf friendſhip, 
they diſcourage and difheerten 
themſel ves from converſe with Oe 
and ſo their hearts are We 
eſtranged from Goch and chen 
meaſuring Godby ene * 
he — like one of us) think 
God is eſtranged from them, and 
fallen out with them, when, 1 8 
it is, they are fallen out with 


Therefore take heed of we 


thoughts of God. 
Salih. Take heed that Satan 40 
not fet in his foot between od and 


Jen; take heed you give no ear to 


hat he wilt tell yon conc 


1 Pro. 16.28. 


God, and the purpoſes and difpen- 
fations of God towards you. You 
> = 2 G bf 6 2 
A whiſperer ſepar«tet riends, 
"There are no two 421 in — 
wor 


h 31 


quickly be.looſed, and hey will be 
as great ene mies as erer they were 
36d, 8 friends; we know that Satam great 
wy dleſign is to ſet ſtrife between God 
ey] and Man 4 he began this game in 
Par ad God and M Were 1 
te triends, till the Deyil comes 
like a whiſperer and ſlanders God, 
and tells Eve that it yas out of meer 
enyy and ill will that God had for- 

bidden her and her husband to e 

of the tree of knowledge of go 
and evil, and (hte believing this lan- 
der did eat, and ſo the league of 
| friendſhip was broken between God 
and her: ſo deals the Devil till, 
not ind:ed with thoſe whom he 
knows to be Gods enemies, he doth 
not trouble theic heads much with 
the thoughts of God, but fills their 
heads with the — of other 
mat- 


+> 


- tec + IT» WT of 40 +4 


ee but where 4s ki 
hat ſuſpe ts any / to be Pot 
Gad, ori perceiv es them but to be 


ſeeking after reeonciliatjen and ac- 
quai with God, O tlie ſtrange 
ovghts er God that be buzreth in- 
to their minds 3 ſometimes he tells 
them that God hates them worſe 

hethatess dog or a toad: that 
it is i vain for them to pray, ex re- 
pent, ox to do any thing; B03 hath 
rejected them, they are reprobate 
from alt city 5 if. affſict 
them, he talls them? ktmt rom they 


may ſee and feel, ik hey will, that 


God is angry with 5 and hates 
them, mid theſe afflictiens are but 
the fore-rummers and begin ings of 
hell, and what they feel here is no- 
thing tel what they ſhall feel here- 
after: f God ſpare chem from affli- 
dion, he tells them, God doth this 
hut tol fat them againſt the day of 
laughter, and that they may the 
ſooner full up the meaſure of their 
ſin auſſ de ripe for fell. And thus 
We lader dt in all his wayes, 


and 


O nee 94 Ama 4 as. \ 


4 vet 
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95 the Wiks hab tho 
that are db enemies, but to thoſe 
that Hesl friends; And the be⸗ 
lieving of thole lyes2 flimders of 
Satan 28 lnſt ol many 
times, Alle very bank and break- 
neck, I may ſo tag," bf YOuaine- 
ance with God. Thefefore * take 
heed of #ivitg:credic he Deal 
and his ſuggelFont, and whiteyer 
Satan tells vou of God, believe it 
not, but believe the contraty to be 
true, beczufe that which bar zn ſpeaks 
of God carinor buf be fate. has 
I have fh un you What the thitigs 


are we muſt take heed of, if we 


Woüld maintain our acqquaintance 
with God. Which is the third di- 
rection t. 

Fourth!y; It thon *ould mains 
tuin thy acqua int nce with God, 
look that thy heart be ſineere and 
upright: With him. No man would 
entertain into his boſom, as his en- 
tire friend, one that he nos doth 
bat flatter and diſſemble with him, 
and in his heart doth not love him. 
G 2 You 
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with thy heart? 5 iN 78 b. 
It is; then hh bid him bim his 
band, and be tcok him up 9 into 
the charrlot. God — not ask any 
of us that queſtion, 1s thine beart 
rig gh? 9 2 
well enough; if it be not, 
will never give us the band of 
friendſhip, nor never take us up into 
the charict ot ac uaintance with hime 
ſelf, To this therefore let us look 
that our hearts be right with God, 
that what profeſſion we make of our 
love; and of pur deſires of acquaint- 


ance with him, may come from a | 


honeſt hearr. 

* Fifthly. If you would maintain 
and keep! your acquaintance with 
God, then labour to increaſe your 
acquaintuTce with God, and to grow 
in it. For as grace, fo: the privje 

ledges of grace are of that nature, 


that they cannot ſtand at a ſtay, but 


are: like the Sun, alwayes either 
aſcending or deſcending; _—_ 


0 — Whey 7 6 . | 
ro „ Foil 1; thine ie * 
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Sea, that is ever either 
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flowing, fo theſe are ever either in- 
creafing or decreaſing, either grow- 


ing or. decaying. If therefore you 


would. not have your acquaintance 
with God decay and dye, have a care 
that it may increaſe and grow. And 
to that end labour to gro in thoſe 
things wherein acquamtance with 

lyes; as namely; 1. In the 
knowledge of God, Hof. 6.3: 2. In 
converſe with God. 3. In confi- 
dence in Cod. 4. In conformity 
unto God. Conyarſe with God will 


conform us unto God, and confor- 


mity unto God will confirm and it 
creaſe our converſe with God. 
Sixtbly. Be, willing to be ruled 
by God in all things, be punctuꝛl in 
obſerving his com ; exactly 
careful to pleaſe him well in all 
things. So in the verſe after the 


ext, Receive the Law from his month, 14 
To lay up bis words in thine heart. Let — 8 


Gods word be a Law to thee, Fob. 
14. 21, 23. 


Laſtly, Be much in converſe with 7 
| G 3 thoſe 


ebbing or 


1 
"4 
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thoſe; that are the friends and ac- 
aan ab _ — _ 
thy mpam 10 K Were l- | 
& Plal.nyg. hes oa ee all this EE 
3 qbat:frarghr, Let them b thy de- 
pfl. light, ſo they were Dailey 79 the 

03 Sabnts that ure inthe earth, and to the 
exerilent in mh is all my delight. As 
conſorting our ſelves withithe wick- 
ed, and ſuch as are Gods æne mies, 
is the: ready way to loſt our ac- 
quaintancet with God t ſo on the 
contrary, conſorting with the Saints | $2 
. that are Gods friends, is the way to po 
5 keep abc: hold our acquaintance it. 
1 1 Ich. 1. 3. i God. That which Te. bave ſeen NO 
.£ and heard, declare ne unto ho, that ye fel 
A alſo mi) have fellonſbip nin ; and Ti 
. truly our fellowſhip i with tht Father, 80 
and with lis Son Jeſus Obr:ft: I fe 
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85 their "atquaintance'with God, 
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s, Come now to exhart thoſe who: 


* have ſometimes. had acquaint- 
ie ance with God, bus have lolbat 2 
ts gain, that they would by all means 
'o poſſible endeavour the recovery of 
e it. Now this is a ſtate and condition 
not impoſſible for the true Saints and 
ze friends of God to be reduced into. 
d This is frequently mentioned in 
„ Scripture under ſeveral notions and 
I terms, ſometimes under the notion 
of Gods nithdrawing himſelf. I en 
ed to my Beloved, but my Beloved hath Cant. 16. 
withdrawn bimſelf; ſometimes of 1 7s ** 
Godt hiding himſelf. Hei long, Lord, 6. eng 
„ lt thos bide thy ſelf for ever? ſome," | 
times of caſting out. I will caſt your 745+ 
out of my fight ſometimes of ſhutt ing 
N G 4 out, 


| Suk: + ; whe eee, 


E 8 prayer ». imesof | vl 
| mags Wi off; 222 we of? 'it 
And every one of theſe mage to || a 
pore, degree or increaſe of tt 

acqua wit | C 

I, Fin. 5 wage ah 708 0 


b; elf, and doth not ſo frequent! 
74 the ſoul with his grace and Spi- 


w 
0 

rit, as he was wont, foes now u | al 
ſome abatement, ſome diminution | it 
h 

f 

u 


of the aintance that was be- 

tween God and the ſoul. But then 

2» Secondly. When God bidet bim- 

ih, that js, when the ſoul is 52 
ble of Gods withdrawing, doth 

it ſelf ſerjouſly and earneſtly to Sr In 

God, — fain find him, and | tl 

re- injoy his preſence and commu- 

V 


nion with him, and God bides bim- 
ſelf, and the ſoul cannot find him, 
IE 5 bt | 
8 nat in Hoſea, They ſhall go with their 
. florks, and with their berds to ſeek the 
Lord ; — y ſhall not find bim, bg” 
bark ie bineſelf from thew. 
This now is more. Bur, 
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and heavier. Az if a man, when ops 
that hath been his acquaintance 


comes to his houſe, he ſhould nat 


only refuſe $0 155 him, or ſpeak 
with him, but plainly turn him out 
of doors; this were a ſign of great 
alteratiqn, and alienation of mind 
in one that had been a friend. 
Fourth. Wnen G doth not on- 
ly caſt the ſoul out, but ſbat bim ont, 
ſhut the door of mercy as it were 


upon him, this is yet more. 
Fifibij and L. Hy. When God 


not only doth this, but even c of 
the ſoul, renounceth as it were all 
friendſhip and amity with it for the 
future, laying as the Roweans were 
wont to 9 to their Wives, when 
they gave them a divorce, Kes tua 


tibi babeto, Look to your own nn 


ters, I will have no more to do wi 
you, or as the people did when 
they rejected theapoſterity.of David 


from reigning. Nas ſer to the n Kings 


- Thirdly, When God dothioot enly | 
thus hide bimfelf, but c the fouy-48 
it were Out of bi fe: ; this is mara 


"oy O12, 16. 
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breach come to be between 
thoſe that have been his friends and 
acquaintance. 
Now a child _ God, 4 friend, o 
and a bf God, doth then | - 
think and conciude, that God deals 1. 
thus with him; virhdrant himſelf, } © 
bides himſelf, caſts him ont, caſt. bim | « 

V when he finds God ſuſpending Þ | 
and with-holding the wonted influ- « 
ences of the Spirit of grace from | 
him. 1 
For this acqua intance betyten i 
God and our ſouls, as the Lord Jeſus I 1 
Chriſt is th&procurer of it, ſo the f 
Spirit of grace is the Inter nuncias, i, 
the manager and worker of it; we f} i 
enn neither acquaint our ſelves with y 
God, but by. that Spirit, nor doth: 1 
God acquaint” himſelf with us, or 1 
communicate himſelf untd us, but I 
| 
| 


the ſame Spirit. When therefore 
the ſoul finds thoſe influences of the 
Spirit of God that it was wont to 
have, in praying, and hearing, and 
Szeraments, and other holy duties | 
when ; 
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when the © ſoul/--finds*thent & 
| drawny it preſently fears, yea c 
clqdes'God is grown'a ſtranger, 
hides'\ himſelf, and käſts the oh! 


d, off. „ ech et 


—_ \M 
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f infttencer of 
m' | comforts or influence gracr. 


8 Fit. There are influences" 0 
1- comfort, which the Spirit of G 
m {| ſends into the hearts of the Saints; 
ſhedding - the Toye df God 8 | 
o | intheir hearts, ging them füch 2 Kom 5. 
1 real, ect, powerfäl taſte, 4 
e feeling of theloye of God it che 
„ ſouls „es fills themwith jo un 
'& | ſpeakable and full of glory. Now 
h | when'theſe” ſweet and comfortable 
h+ | inflaences of thi Spirit of God are 
r ſuſpendlod and withdrawn, this can- 
ie not but make an Alteration in the 
e ſonl, im its apprehenfions of Gods 
e love, anc their imereſt in him, and 
0 acquaintance with him. 
d .Sicandly, There are influences of 
the Spirit of God Which are influ- 
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. That influence of: = 
infuſed 


r grace is firſt. 
He PALE a ry DE. 
Secondly. influence of the 
Spirit, v ace heh it is iN» 
fuſed, is actuat 
in the ſoul Or, 
Thirdly. That influence of the 


it whereby is inereaſed 
E 79 ſoul. 


Nom for the infaſing and work- 
Ez grace in the dict i Loy 
1 oe 

r 
of grace, — and 52 


es are requiſite. Ag 
act of divine power and 
is enough for the producing of tlie 
creatures into — for the 
continuance of their being, and for 
their operations, there is ired 
2 continual efflux of providenee 3 


ſo it is here. Now *. theſe influ- 


ences of the t are ſuſpended 
and 4h eg ſoul can neither 


keep 


aide | 


and ſet on work 


j 


4 


Z 


he 
Ne 


ERF 


1 
HS, © 


4 _ 


BIG KS N FAS NAA Nr 


Now to thoſe whoſe Fs 


this i is, give me leave $o-propound, 
Fi nh 


Some . 


- Secondly, * way of 
7 7 "way gg — and 


8 ſeveral things I have to 


5 Firſ is this. That how ad 
and ſtrange ſoever thy condition 
may ſeem to be, thou art not the 
P's nor art like to be the /aft-of 
the. Friznds and Fim, of God, 
whoſe condition this hath been or 
may be. Read but over the Book of 
the Pſalms; how often do you find 


there theSaints complaining 25 Godt 


biding 


FW ak Dar KS 


| "we , 
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prayers, 
. ort to thee; as it 
is tou man that i in 4 wilderneſs, 


8400 4e Some that ate in iner condi. 
| wonte con- tion. In Nin — know the dye 
. templat. are ſhort the! küghts are Jong 
inn. and the dayes repro d h p 
2 elohdy andidur the Sum bein . 
— ſeuted dane, clouds and 0g; 
2 there are ſharp colds and great 
"7 raihs; and nov and then it may be 
4 it day; hot very rarely: fo ſom: 
8 — ſhort daes, and 
45 ot viſſis, and long ab- 
. God they have much dark- 
Ker hora 2 and little lipht, much coldneſs 
tern if little be in their ſpirits, many 
r * howres of gtieRt and tears, rarely 
n, mo and den zien of comfort 
$ \ Other 


ken them p erb | 


to find the trügt ind footſtep of 
4 N _ that Heye hene that way br 
x im. 
1 There are; 1s Gerſen cite, 
theee ſorts 9 1 K 
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- one 2 day 


= 0 _— the Saw. f 0 
righieonſneſ. more | 
vilit than: the former, 2 


times: ſometimes their Sun is un- 


och Ls. 


as it were an thefpring; in prinjo ve- 
re. In the Spring y , it is 
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cloudy and rainy but de fee the 
Sun oftner in the Spring, and the 
beams of it are more vi and 
warmthſul than in the winter: now 


mote, warmthful and vigorons in- 
fluences? into their hearts, and yet 
withdraws himſelf from them ſome- 


der a cloud. it modicum illum vide- 
ant, & modicum non videant, , and 
they have their wet and ſorrowful 
dayes and times too. | 
Others there are with whom it is 
Midſummer, their Sun is ſeldom 
2 : _ wvhemit is, it is more 
terrible, there are greater tempeſts 
of thunder, 1 — and rain 
many times in ſummer than in win- 
ter, though not ſo conſtant rain. 
Theſe are the beſt and higheſt * 
22 0 
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of Chriſtian: : whotthough 


Ho 


joy 2 more conſtant ſerenity, and 
more conſtant peace and commu- 


non with God, than the other, yet 


vox . —— 
lent rong temptations, 4 

deeper deſertions than the former, 
their temptations are very ſharp, 
but then they are ſhort. | Sd that you 
ſee by this diſtribution there is no 
Hate of a Chriſtian life on this ide 
heaven . exempted and pri viledged 
trom this. hiding of Gods lice; and 
ſuſpending - the - influences of his 
grace and love. Whether then thou 
be in thy Pinter, or in thy Spring, or 
in thy Sammer, clouds may come 
over thy ſoul that may hide the face 
of God from thee, and intercept the 
influences of his Spirit and grace ; 
th $415 common to Chriſtians, what- 
ever degree of grace they have at- 
tained : therefore ſay no more, that 
nevet any was in ſuch a condition as 


The Second thing I have to ſay to 


© theeis this; That the worſt of thy 


con- 


A. © 


„ kw. aw wc. a. 
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condition is this, Tt is a withdraw- 
ing, not of the love of God from thee, 
ng wonted expreſſions.of his love, 
it is but a withdrawing of the influ- 
ence of his Spirit from thee, not the 
8 of his Spirit from thee; I 
ay it is but a withdrawing of the 
manifeſtation of Gods love from 
thee z God doth not lock ſo kindly 
upon thee when thou comeſt to ſeek 
hif face, is he was wont to do; God 
doth not ſpeak ſo comfortably to 
thee, he doth not ſpeck ſo to thine 
heart when thou comeſt to hear his 
word, as he was wont to do; God 
doth not make thee ſo we/com to bis 
table when thou comeſt there, nor 
ive thee” ſuch a double portion of 

the marroiv and fatneſs of his Or- 
dinances as he was wont to do. I 
confeſs here is a great change in the 
outward carriage of God, and 4 
great abatement of the wonted ex- 
preſſions of his love; but there is 
no change at all in the mind and 
will of God, no abatentent at all in 
the love of God, which is as un- 
chingeable as God himſelf, Devid 
H loved 


Joh. 1 4 · 
16. 


9 The beſt Arqu n 


exly all uhre 
feats in Wich be wou he would not endure 
== come into bis reſence, "oc 
per mit him to ſee his face, as be di 

efore in an time of his oath 
ib wiſdom he did conceal and 
ſtnoother his love: ſo God may 
conceal his ſove for a while, but 
he loves thee ſtill as well as ever. 

He hath taken away the wonted 
influences of his 8 ple from thee, 
but bs Spirit it ſelf he hath not taken 
from thee... Chriſts prayer and in- 
gagement is,. that the Spirit where 
once he is given ſhall abide for ever. 
Therefore I w6 the ipfluences of 
the Spirit may de ſuſpended, but the 
Spirit at ſelf is not eparted as it 
was with Eur pe bus when they thought 
hats dead ;_ his life, cath Paul, 

t 2 Hos Spirit, his FF is in kim, 

M] the influences of his ſoul 
25 15 body, either viſible to o- 
thers, or ſenſible to himſelf, were 


for the preſent ſuſpended : Toisit 


here, the v;Gble ſenſible influences, 
of the Spirit may be ſuf] ended, but 
the Spirit is not departed, the band | 
of union is not diſſolved. Third- 
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| LI influence, 
ind nat the prgfence of the Syyit 
that is withdrawn, - ſo it is not the 
total 1 Spirit that is 
WI 


1s 
al 3 ugnce of che 
e part 
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of it; all the. influences of the 
Spirit are not withdrawn. hut only 
ſome of them. For the influences 
of the Spirit are of two ſorts Ei- 
ther ſuch as are neceſſary to the being 
of a Chriſtian in the ſtate of grace, 
and theſe arg ſecret, hidden, and 
unſenſible; or elſe ſuch as tend to 
the well and comfortable being of a 
Chriſtian, and theſe are evident and 
ſenſible: as in the body there are 
tome - influences of the ſoul, that 
are neceſſary to the animation and 
quckening of the body, and theſe 


remain when the body is in 4 


ſwoon, though they be ſecret and 
hidden, and neither felt by the bo- 
dy it ſelf, nor diſcerned by the be- 
holders 4 other influences there are 
that tend to the perfection of life in 
the body, as tending to motion and 
fenſe , theſe are both ſenſible to 
theniſelves, and u in the effects 
= + 2 
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irrecoverable: Poor ſoul, becauſe 


. | , 4 bl „ « 


of them'to'othets3*now theſe latter 
influences of the foul. into the bo- 
the other are continued: ſo it is 
here, they are bat the ſenſible and. 
arbitrary -influences of the Spirit 
that are ſuſpended, the neceſſary in- 
fluences of the Spirit are yet con- 
tinued. | ee 
Foxrtbly. As it is the influence 
and not the preſence of the Spirit 
that is withdrawn, and as it is but 
ſome of the influences; not the 
whole influence that is withdrawn: 
ſo fourthly, this influence is but 
1 it is not quite cut off; 
and there is a great difference de- 
tweentheſe two. If water be con- 
veyed through a pipe, from à foun- 
tain to a ciltern; if that pipe be 
ſtopt, the ſtream is ſuſpended, and 
it is but unſtopping the pipe, re- 
moving the obſtruction, and the wa- 
ter will flow as plentifully as ever 
it did before ; but if the ſtream be 
cut off or turned another way, then 
the caſe is otherwiſe, the Matter is 


thou 


thoa haſt nor: thoſe infliences freſh 
and lively from the Spirit of God 
that thoù haſt had, den thinkeſt 
the ſtream is quite out off, the heart 
of God thou thinkeſt is quite turn- 
ed away ftom thee. Alas, thou art 
miſtakerzit is only the pipe is ſtopt, 
ſomething lyes in the way that ob- 
ſtructs the influences of the Spirit 
of God into thee; tremovs but 
that, and the influences of the Spi- 
rit will come in aponthee, in as fu 
2 ſtream as ever. For (which is the 
laſt thing that I have to propound 
to thee for thy conſolation) thon 
muſt not thinne | 

Ia thr fifth place; That becauſe . 
God hides himſelf, and withdravs : 
himſelf, and carries himſelfar pre: 
ſent, not as a friend, but rather as 2 
ſtranger, as an enemy to thee, do 
not think that he will al wayes do ſo. 
When he hath ſaid plainly, He wilt - 
not alwayes chide; neither” hreperb he A * 
bis anger for ever. He vill na con- Iſa. 
tend fer ever, neither will bs be alwayer 16. 
vretch. He will not caſt off for ever. But Lam. 3. 
tbongb be cauſe grief, yet will be have 3 532 
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Theſe art cleat and 
 expreſypromiſes f a true and Faith» 
ful God heaven and earth ſhall fail 
before one word or tittle of theſe 
promiſes ſhalh fail. It is therefore 
a great inſirmity in thee, to think, 
that becauſe God no hidles his face 
from thee, he will do ſo for ever 
or becauſe, that God (ſeems. to be 
fallen out with thee, therefore he 
will never more be friends with 
thee: Thus tp think, is Eſay, great 
N infirpit in thee. e ac 
know lecgeth for himſelf, w 
had been queſtioning with his own 
pl. foul, iir Lord caſt f for ever 
| aA and will be be fou able wb mort © I 
bis murey titan gone fur ner? doth bis 
 fromife Fail fir vir p Hab God furs 
gotten to he graciurꝰ hath'he in anger 
ſhut up hit tent mercien He con- 
cludes, This iu nꝶ infirmiry« As who” 
ſhould ſay, It is a: great weakneſs 
in me ſo tõ imagine; ſo it is in thee, 
if thou doſt ſoõ thin. | 
Thefe things. thus premiſed, as 
grounds of hope and «conſolation, 
| E 1 


2 according 90 the” Me 
t merdies. I. 
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I procesd not/ to ſheiv What courſe 
you muſt take to recover favour 
with God, and* your acquaintance 
with him again. And fo, 2 
Firft. Enquire whether you have 
not gi cauſe thus to eſtrange 
and abſent himſelf from you, and 
break off 'acquaintanee with yon. 
To that end make uſe of the parti- 
culars laid down be fore. t. Enqu ire 
whether you have not fallen into 
ſome known and groſs ſin. 2.Whe- 
ther you have not held too much 
correſpondence with, and delighted 
too much in the company of wicked 
and ungodly men. 3. Whether you 
have not been too much carried - 
way with the inordigat [ove of the 
world, and of the things of the 
world. 4. Whether yon have not 
too much abſented your ſeſves from 
God, and negle&ed your onted 
and appointed times bf meeting 
him, and acquainting your ſelves 
with him. 5. Whether you have not 
dealt 'nnfriendly with God, by en- 
tertaining jealouſies and hard 
thoughts of God. And, 6. giving 
$4 #1 2 roo 


too much credit to Satans.lyes, and 
ſlanders. ire ſeriouſſy, whether 


yon have not guilty in ſome or 


Prov. 6. 3. 


other of theſe ate for uſu- 
| 


ally, I mpſt tell you, the breach be- 
gins on our part, we give Cod cauſe 
to eſtrange himſelf from ubs. When 
thop halt done this: Then. 

| Secondly, Take the counſel the 
holy Ghoſt. gives; Da this no, my 
Son, and deliver thy ſelf, mhen thou art 
come into the hand of thy friend: gs, 
bumble thy ſelf, - and -wake : ſure” ti 
friend. Or as the Margent readsat, 
Go bumble thy ſelf, and prevail nith 


thy friend. Humble thy ſelf, that is 


the way to prevail with God, and to 


make him yet thy ſure friend, though 


he ſeems to be thine enemy. Hum- 
ble thy ſelf, and that upon a twofold 
account. leit 11.4; 

Firſt. For the ſad condition that 
thou art in at preſent. en 


Secondly. For the fin that batn 


brought thee into this ſad condition. 

Firſt, Humble thy ſelf for the (ad 
condition that thou art in. Think 
ge and ſay thus to thy ſelf, Wo is 
me 


9 NA Fido 


— 


 heſpeaks not; Leal, but be ai 


ce me for my God, | — 

cc ed from me, and hom am I ch q- 
ceedꝰ O how was wont to meet 
ce God in his Ordincesꝰ ani hae 

&f ſxeet communion and acquaimt- 

ance had I once with him, but 

& now he hides himſelt, and witf not 

cc come at me. I pray; bat he hears 

me hot; I hearken after kim, but 


not: Behold, I go forward, bat be 2 3 
pot there; and bachnard, lr ; ** v, * 


fand' bins. On the left band vbere be 


doth "work, but Þ cannot behold bim 
be hideth himſe f on the right band, ꝛbat 
ficannot ſee him. Aud ſay again as 
Jak; O that it were with we u in 
monerbt paſty as in the dayer when God Je 8. 25 
priſerved me : When bu candle s ö 

my head, and whenby bis light 8 
waiked through darkneſs. When the ſe- 
eret of God was upm' my. tabernacle, 
and the Almighty was yer with me. It 
is an excellent meditation B 
hath to this purpoſe. Whence 
« comes this darrenneſs that 
© eth my ſoul > whence is it that my 
F heart is dryed up like a bottle = 


" 9 4 : 
I 's * 
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eee 
the ſmole, and my ſoul is like the 
Leary and parched wilderneſs? Non 
en lachrymasfundere, I carmot 
mes, 7. „I find no ſayour in Pfſalms, 
te: baye no delight in reading of the 

0 Seriptures ; prayer doth not re- 

ce freſh me; I have no heart to me- 

te ditation,or any thing that is good. 
„Hei ibi, Wo is me ! God viſits 
teeth the mountains of my compa · 
3 < ons, but skips over my mom 
ain, and never toucheth it. Here 
is one raviſed into the third hea+ 

yen in holy meditations. There 

bf is another prays, as if he would 

te rend the heavens with his pray. 

$ bers; another excels inzeal,- ano- 
te then in patience, another in humi- 
„ey, mother in holineſs. Theſe 
are Souls whom God viſits, theſe are 

e mountains upon which God com: 
mands the rait of bleſſing, Sed ego 
miſer qui nibil bormm ſentio, but 
wretched I that feel none of theſe 
ching z what am I hut as one of the 
mMpinteins of Giiboa, upon whom 
there falls neither dew nor rain, 
nor are there fields of —_—_— 
221 There. 
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« Thus humble. thy ſelf, and 
beyaul thy Rate and condition. 
1 1 condition 


condly. Humble thy felf+ ain, 
for. thy 77 that rus 
Fand ſey thus with thy ſelf. Ohgwhat 


© ſin provoke him to leave me, in 
b whoſe pte ſence I have had ſuch 
© life, ſuch light, ſuch punel (ach 
«* peace, ſuch joy. O .nrerch that I 
um | that that commonion and ac- 
© quaintance that: I bad- with-God; 
© wagof no more eſteem with me, 
te hut that I ſhduld: thus loſe it by 
{© my folly II have been careful to 
© keep my intereſt & acquaimnce 
** with- this and that: mam hut hava 
ce not been careful to keep. my inte- 
te reſt and acquaintance with God. 
That which T begged with tears, and 
wag many a year a getung, how have 
Iby my ſin leſt it on a ſudden? O 
what have I dene againſt my God, 
yea againſt ty ſelf? O my folly, 
that have loſt that for want of care, 
that now I would rodeem again, if 
it were paſſible, Frith my blood; 
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Pſal.8g. 
49. 


Jer. 2. 2. 


thee, that he would be gracious yet 


ber, there was a time when thy love 
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„ "be 
t 


ful cryes orifire ers, 8 
that he would Nein unt⸗ * 4 


renew acquaintance with thee; im- 


portune him by all the ancient love 
chat hath Se fades him and 


unto thee; put Him in mind of his an- 
cient love to ther, Say as the Church, 
Lord, vbers are thy former loving bind - 
efſes ? Lord, what is become of all 
that love which ſometimes thou ba- 
reſt and expreſſedſt to thy worth- 


leſs ſervant? And humbly put God n 


in remembrance ef thy ancient love ro 
lin; ſeeing God is pleaſed to be ſo 
er as to vouchſafe to remem- 

r it. I remember thee, the kjndneſt 
of thy youth,” che love of thing eſponſals, 
when thou'wenteſt after me in the wil - 
derneſs,& c. Entreat God to remem- 


was more vigoront, and more fer- 
vent to him chan it is now, hen thou 


couldſt have followed him through | 


2 wilderneſs, through a ſea, through. 
fire and water;tel hin, it is thy grief 
that thou canſt not᷑ ſo love him now: 


'of him 
dee, and 


en treat 


e ſo 


6 x le 
ind 


ö paſſions will relent towards thee. 


|| 


ſoul to thy ancient friend, 
his bowels will roll, his com- 


Fourthiy. Submit to any conditi- 


ons of reconcilement, and accept 
f. of the loweſt degree of reſtaurati- 
Jon to favour 

God. 
ſmite me, command, 
Achat thou wilt with me, only caff me 
t ont of thy preſence, caſbiere me not 


acquaintance with 
Say, Lord, chide, rebuke, 
impoſe, do 


9 wholly and for ever? ſay as the — 
thine 


Prodigal, Make me bat as one of 
bired ſervants : as the woman of Ca- 
naan, Let me but gather wy the crumbs 


ung the dogs. © Lord, if I have ſo 


ce far finned, as that I may not be re- 
*ſtored to that degree of nearritſs* 
ce that I had before, if I may not 
cc have a place among thy children, 


| ©among thy friends; Lord ſet me 


among thy ſervants,thy hired ſer- 
& yantss yea, if it be but among the 


dogs 


much more between God, and thoſe 
that ſametimes were hi trjends. Go 
to him, pray him to take thee by 
the hand, yet once agdin, and recone 
cile thee ane to God. He as'God, 
ig a mjde/c perſon between the Farber 
ang the Spirit; and as Gad- m he 
is a middle Perſon between God and 
Aan; hae is our Peace, he is our Ad- 
uocat/ With the Faber. Who with 
one appearing in heaven for us, with 
ent opening of his mouth, can make 
God and *s friends, if we had never 
been friends before; therefore go to 
him; ingage him by his Name, by 
has Office, by 
this for thes: $7.14 
Sixthly.” Go to the Salnts of God 


- 


; 
favourite and acquaintance, make 


his Yndertakings, to do 


that are upon earth, that are Gods 


thy caſe. known to them, entreat 
205 | them 


chem to ltrive 


SI 


with Go in prayer * 
for thee. This 2 
the friends of Fob, as youmay fee in 
Chapt- 42. v. 8. Go to'my ſervant 


Job, and my ſervant Job ſball pray 


' for young for him mill I accept. 
F Seventhly. Whatever the iſſue of 7+ 


this thy mourning, praying, and go- 
ing to, Chriſt, beef the prayers 

others be z though God ſhould 
hide his face ſtil, & carry it ſtrange- 
ly, ſtill, yet think thou, and ſpeak 

oy” honourably of God however. 
Following that preſident of - the 
Pſalmiſt, or rather of the Lord Fe- 
ſus ¶ briſt, of whom the Pſalmilt 
was but a type. My God, my God, 


why hat tho forſaken me? Why art Pal. 28. 
thas ſo far from belping me, Cc. Bur 14 13 3+ 


thou art holy, O thos that inbabiteſt the 
praiſes of Iſrael. 


Lat. If God yet ſeem ſtill to g. 


be angry with thee, take the coun· 
ſel the holy Ghoſt = When rhe 


ſpirit of the Ruler riſeth up againſt thes Eeclel. 1 | 
| leave not thy place, for yielding paci- * * 


fietb great offences. So new, W the 
Spirit of God ſeems to be provoked 


1 againſt thee, leave not thy place, 


leave 
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mn, Emperor of Germany, Wait- 
bree whole dayes in the | 
7 _* of Winter, bare-foor-and bare-leg- 
ge er the gate of the Pope's Ca» 
tb & before he could obtain admiſſi- 
ans his preſeuce, and recover his 
grace and favour. Upon occafion 
of a diſpleaſure conceived- by the 
Poe againſt the City and State of 
Fance Franciſcus Dand alas, after- 
watds Duke ef Fenice, was ſem Em- 
daflador to Rom to ſeek reconcilia- 
A tion; and when no other. means 
2. woenld mollifie the Pope's proud 
ant inrzged- heart, the Prince at 
length ſo far abaſed himſelf, as to put 
upon bis beck a coller and chain, 
aa couch under the Pope's table, 
33 1 2 by that 
. means be might at 1 obtain. 
85 N — ths 4 


